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CONFIDENTIAL KUWAIT 355 1 

FROM PAGANELLI EMBASSY DOHA 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, QA, US 

SUB J : PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS TO AMIR OF QATAR 

1. SUMMARY: I PRESENTED MY CREDENTIALS TO AMIR OF QATAR ON 
AUG 22. DURING SUBSEQUENT DISCUSSION, AMIR GAVE ME HIS 
IMPRESSIONS OF CURRENT MID EAST SCENE FROM HIS RECENT TOUR OF 
AREA, AND ASKED ABOUT ITALIAN POLITICAL SITUATION. END SUMMARY 

2. ON AUG 22 I PRESENTED MY CREDENTIALS TO SHAYKH KHALIFA 
BIN HAMID AL THANI, AMIR OF QATAR. IN ACCORDANCE WITH QATARI 
PROTOCOL REQUIREMENTS THERE WAS NO (RPT NO) FORMAL EXCHANGE 
OF REMARKS. I WAS PRE-AD VISED BY DIRECTOR OF AMIR'S OFFICE AND 
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CHIEF OF PROTOCOL THAT SHAYKH KHALIFA DOES NOT (RPT NOT) FAVOR 
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FORMAL EXCHANGES ON OCCASION OF CREDENTIALS PRESENTATION, 

AND THAT THIS PRACTICE HAD BEEN DISCONTINUED EARLY THIS YEAR. 
NEVERTHELESS, I CONVEYED TO THE AMIR BEST WISHES OF PRESIDENT 
FORD AND AMERICAN PEOPLE AND HE ASKED THAT I, IN TURN, CONVEY 
HIS GREETINGS ON BEHALF OF PEOPLE OF QATAR TO PRESIDENT FORD 
AND AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY, WE HAD A LIVELY INFORMAL SUBSTANTIA VE CON- 
VERSATION. NOTING MY PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENT IN ITALY, THE AMIR 
ASKED ABOUT POWER OF ITALIAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PCI). HE 
EXPRESSED VIEW THAT PCI HAD TAKE-OVER POTENTIAL. I ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT PCI WAS A POTENT FACTOR IN ITALIAN POLITICAL SPECTRUM 
BUT THAT DEMOCRATIC COALITION HAD BEEN SUCCESSFUL SO FAR IN 
EXCLUDING THE COMMUNISTS FROM AN OPERATIVE ROLE IN GOVERNMENT. 

IN ADDITION I INFORMED AMIR THAT ITALIAN PUBLIC OPINION HAD 
A DEEP AVERSION TO ANYTHING THAT SMACKED OF TOTALITARIAN RULE 
AND IN THAT SENSE RETAINED ITS SUSPICION THAT THE PCI WAS THE 
TOOL OF A FOREIGN TOTALITARIAN POWER, DESPITE PCI EFFORTS 
TO REPRESENT ITSELF AS A DEMOCRATIC, INDEPENDENT, TRULY ITALIAN 
PARTY. 

4. 1 TOOK OCCASION TO TELL AMIR THAT ITALY'S CURRENT ACUTE 
ECONOMIC PROBLEMS WERE LARGELY RESULT OF SKY ROCKETING OIL 
PRICES, AND THAT PRESENT ECONOMIC CRISIS PROVIDED PCI WITH 
OPPORTUNITY TO HARASS GOI. SHAYKH KHALIFA RESPONDED WITH STANDARD 
LINE THAT PRESENT OIL PRICES WERE PRODUCING COUNTRIES' REACTION 

TO YEARS OF EXPLOITATION OF CHEAP ENERGY BY INDUSTRIALIZED 
COUNTRIES AT THE EXPENSE OF PRODUCERS. 

5. 1 THEN ASKED AMIR FOR HIS IMPRESSIONS OF CURRENT MIDDLE 

EAST SCENE FROM HIS RECENT TRIPS TO DAMASCUS, AMMAN AND EGYPT. 

IN RESPONSE HE DESCRIBED HIS VISIT TO SYRIAN-ISRAELI FRONT, 
PARTICULARLY QUNAYTRAH. HE DEPLORED ISRAELIS' DESTRUCTION OF 
CITY BEFORE THEIR WITHDRAWAL, AND ASSERTED THAT ISRAEL'S 
DECLARED INTENTION TO KEEP ITS SETTLEMENTS IN THE GOLAN HEIGHTS 
AND ITS INTRANSIGENCE ON JERUSALEM BODED ILL FOR A PERMANENT 
SETTLEMENT. HE OBSERVED THAT ALL PARTIES WERE AGAIN ENGAGING 
IN WAR TALK. 

6. 1 COMMENTED THAT SABER-RATTLING NOT (RPT NOT) HELPFUL TO 
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ATMOSPHERE FOR SETTLEMENT AND WE NOT KIDDING OURSELVES THAT 
MUCH HARD WORK REMAINED. HOWEVER, U.S. DECLARED INTENTION TO 
MAINTAIN MOMENTUM WAS EVIDENCED BY CURRENT SERIES OF WASHINGTON 
CONSULTATIONS WITH ARAB AND ISRAELI LEADERS. 

7. SHAYKH KHALIFA STATED THAT THE ONLY TRUE BASIS FOR A 
DURABLE MIDDLE EAST SETTLEMENT WAS A RECOGNITION BY ALL 
CONCERNED OF THE RIGHTS OF PALESTINIANS TO RETURN TO THEIR 
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OWN LAND. IN THIS REGARD. HE CITED ISRAEL'S CONSISTENT FLOUTING 
OF ALL UN RESOLUTIONS ON THIS SUBJECT. IN RESPONSE TO MY 
COMMENT THAT THE ARABS THEMSELVES APPEARED NOT AS YET TO HAVE 
AGREED ON HOW PALESTINIAN RIGHTS WERE TO BE ATTAINED (AS AN 
EXAMPLE I CITED APPARENT DIFFERENCES BETWEEN KING HUSSEIN 
AND OTHERS ON THIS SUBJECT). KHALIFA RESPONDED THAT HE WAS 
CONFIDENT THE ARABS WOULD COME UP WITH A UNITED POSITION ON 
THE PALESTINIAN QUESTION. I REPLIED USG ALSO BELIEVED THERE 
COULD BE NO SETTLEMENT WITHOUT TAKING INTO ACCOUNT LEGITIMATE 
INTEREST OF PALESTINIANS, BUT THIS MUST BE COUPLED WITH REGARD 
FOR INTERESTS OF OTHER STATES IN AREA FOR PEACEFUL EXISTENCE 
AND SECURITY. KHALIFA CONCLUDED THIS PORTION OF DISCUSSION SAYING 
THAT HE WISHED TO GIVE ME HIS VIEWS ON THE MID EAST SITUATION 
IN GREATER DETAIL IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. I SAID USG WOULD 
WELCOME HIS VIEWS AND SUGGESTIONS. 

8. KHALIFA EXPRESSED HIS SATISFACTION WITH PRESIDENT FORD S 
DECLARATIONS THAT U.S. MIDDLE EAST POLICY WOULD CONTINUE ON 

THE SAME TRACK AND PARTICULARLY THAT SECRETARY KISSINGER WOULD 
REMAIN IN THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. HE EXPRESSED HOPE THAT WE 
HAD FINISHED WITH WATERGATE AFFAIR, AND THAT FORMER PRESIDENT 
NIXON WOULD NOT (RPT NOT) BE SUBJECTED TO FURTHER LEGAL 
HARASSMENT. 

9. COMMENT: MEASURING UP TO HIS REPUTATION, KHALIFA GIVES 
IMMEDIATE IMPRESSION OF QUICK INTELLIGENCE, DYNAMISM AND 
DECISIVENESS. FROM MY BRIEF EXPERIENCE WITH OTHERS AT TOP 
LEVEL OF GOQ, IT IS VERY CLEAR WHY AND HOW THE AMIR COMPLETELY 
DOMINATES THIS SMALL COUNTRY. 

STOLTZFUS 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: CREDENTIALS PRESENTATION, AMBASSADORS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, DIPLOMATIC PROTOCOL 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 25 AUG 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: boyleja 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974KUWAIT03551 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740234-1109 
From: KUWAIT 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740820/aaaaaqjm.tel 

Line Count: 145 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 MAY 2002 by elyme>; APPROVED <04 MAR 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS TO AMIR OF QATAR 
TAGS: PFOR, QA, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




